
RELATIVE PRONOUNS

 WHO 

 WHOM (object)

 WHICH

 WHOSE

 THAT

 They introduce relative clauses. 

 A relative clause tells us which person or thing 
the speaker means/ refers to.



Who / that: refer to people

 Those people live next door. They have 16 
children.

 The people who /that live next door have 16 
children.



Which / that: refer to things

 A turtle is an animal. It lives in the sea.

 A turtle is an animal which / that lives in the 
sea.



SUBJECT OF RELATIVE CLAUSE

 I know a man. He is a lawyer.

 I know a man who / that is a lawyer.

 A dog ran away. A dog is mine.

 The dog which /that ran away is mine.



WHOSE=possessive adjectives with 
people, objects and animals

 That’s the woman- her house caught fire
yesterday.

 That’s the woman whose house caught
fire yesterday.

 That’s the house- its entrance is guarded.

 That’s the house whose entrance is
guarded.



RELATIVE ADVERBS

 WHERE

 WHEN

 WHY: THE REASON WHY

 I didn’t get a pay rise – that was the reason 
why I left.

 I didn’t get a pay rise – that was the reason 
(that) I left.



DEFINING RELATIVE CLAUSES

 WHERE: refers to 
place, after nouns 
like: place, house, 
street, town and 
country.

 The street where we 
used to play is very 
busy now.

 The street (which
/that) we used to 
play in is very busy 
now



 WHEN: refers to time, 
after nouns like: time, 
period, moment, 
day…

 I’ll never forget the 
day when I first met 
him.

 I’ll never forget the 
day (that) I first met 
him.



NON-DEFINING

 WHERE: always after 
a named place.

 WHEN: always after a 
named time.

 I stopped in Dallas, 
where my sister lives.

 Come back at 3:30, 
when I won’t be busy.


